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merely in a book which is objectively and 
mechanically infallible, just so long shall 
we be at the mercy of learned investigations 



which, by their very nature, are wholly 
beyond the reach of the vast majority of 
mankind. 



THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 



MISSIONS 



The Social Emphasis in Christian 
Missions 

S. M. Zwemer in the July Moslem World 
makes a strong appeal for sympathy, kindly 
judgment, and the ministry of friendship to 
the Turks. Dire distress is the present lot 
of Turkey as a result of the late war, and 
though Moslem misrule and oppression have 
brought upon her the hatred of the world, yet 
individual Turks, and especially the lower 
classes, are people to win human love. 

So today in Turkey the Christian church 
is face to face with the challenge which is 
likely to put Christian loyalty and faith 



in Jesus to the test. Will the church see 
the need and Levite-like pass by on the 
other side? Thousands in Turkey are 
mourning the loss of loved ones; orphans, 
widows, and exiles from Anatolia consti- 
tute an opportunity for Christians to show 
the real spirit of their religion. The time 
is here to emphasize more than ever the 
sociological note in Christianity in foreign 
missions rather than the theological, to 
recognize common brotherhood with the 
despised Turk. The present crisis calls 
for conquest only "by love and prayer and 
the pouring-out of tears and of blood." 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



A Decade of Religious Education 

The last ten years have witnessed an 
awakening on the part of the people gener- 
ally to the importance of religious education 
as a prime factor in the national develop- 
ment. The phrase "religious education," 
instead of meaning merely formal instruc- 
tion in religious history and literature, has 
come to signify in these later days personal 
development under religiously conceived 
social ideals. The aim of such education 
has also advanced until now the purpose of 
it is social competency and efficiency. The 
growth of personality, also, has been care- 
fully investigated, and men are coming to a 
new reverence for this aim, due to the educa- 
tional emphasis upon the growth of persons 
according to law. Moreover, the group 
consciousness of sacrificing devotion to 



religious education as a cause has emerged 
and is impelling men and women of all 
stations in life to give time and money and 
self for the advancement of this cause, 
resulting in marked practical improvements 
in the methods of this new field of human 
endeavor. 

So Dr. Henry F. Cope, secretary of the 
Religious Education Association, presents in 
the June issue of the magazine so named, a 
masterful survey of progress in this field 
during the last ten years. The Sunday 
school pre-eminently reflects this progess in 
the movements for trained teachers and 
graded curricula. Departments of teacher- 
training have vigorously prosecuted this 
work and large numbers of capable young 
people have been trained in educational 
science, in pedagogy and psychology, and 
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the Sunday school has been, and is today 
more than ever before being organized as an 
educational institution. 

Moreover, churches have come to inter- 
pret their work in terms of education, the 
Reformed church declaring: "In our 
denomination we have proclaimed our faith 
in educational religion and religious educa- 
tion." So far have churches advanced, 
indeed, in the recognition of the educational 
function in the church that about seventy- 
five are at the present time employing 
trained directors of religious education. 

Theological seminaries also are an index 
of progress in this line, caring for the work 
of instruction in this phase of education by 
providing chairs and courses of religious 
education, the leading seminaries preparing 
specialists to lead this new endeavor. 
Likewise the home, public schools, and 
colleges and universities have all felt the 
impulse of progress here and are trying to 
add each its own peculiar contribution 
toward the solution of the common problem. 

The same is true also of the Christian 
Associations and the general social organi- 
zations and movements of the day. Such 
progress has been made that the term 
religious education is no longer of vague and 
uncertain meaning, but stands now "for a 
program of action in schools and churches, 
a characterization of an ideal type and a 
realizable quality of education and a 
method by which we hope to solve our most 
serious problems and realize our highest 

social hopes In the light of such 

progress who dare turn back or even doubt 
that the eternal purpose runs steadily for- 
ward and we needs must follow ? Who 
seeing what yesterday's toil and sowing has 
brought forward can count any cost too 
great for today's service ?" 



The Bible for Latin America 

The Bible Society Record for August calls 
attention to the report of the Commission 
on Latin America at the recent World's 
Sunday-School Convention in Switzerland. 
This report sets forth in a striking way the 
unique claims which Latin America has 
upon our evangelical churches for a better 
knowledge of the Bible. For while other 
countries all have their sacred books, South 
America has been in the control of a church 
which has, as far as possible, closed its 
Scriptures to the people. True, there are 
Roman Catholic translations of the Bible 
in both Spanish and Portuguese, and the 
Archbishop of Rio, the first cardinal in 
South America, commends this work, but 
in spite of this and other efforts to make the 
Bible accessible to the people much still 
remains to be done. The priests of the 
church were themselves for a long time 
ignorant of the Bible, have steadily dis- 
couraged the use of it by the people, and 
are only in very recent times yielding to the 
pressure of the demand for it brought about 
by Protestant missionary effort. Indeed, 
it may be said that if it were not for the 
work of Protestant missionaries in scatter- 
ing Bibles over this great country, the 
people of South America would today be 
without the Bible. 

The need of Latin America for the Bible 
is pathetic. Without this the vast material 
resources of the country, its rapid develop- 
ment, its wealth, knowledge, and power will 
simply mean further social tyranny and 
religious superstition. South America needs 
true religion and there is no greater mission- 
ary agency in Latin America than the Bible 
and no greater need than the circulation 
and study of it. 



